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as a co-chair of the Friends of Norway Cau-
cus.

Additionally, as Chair of the Appropriations
Subcommittee on Defense in the 117th Con-
gress, | had the incredible privilege last year
to travel to Norway to meet with senior leader-
ship of the Norwegian Armed Forces and con-
duct oversight on prepositioned stocks of U.S.
military equipment in country. As Vladimir
Putin continues his unprovoked, unjust, and il-
legal invasion of Ukraine, it is more important
than ever that the United States stand in sup-
port of our democratic allies. That includes
those with geographic vulnerabilities to Rus-
sian aggression, like Norway.

Formalizing the Minnesota National Guard’s
relationship with Norway through the State
Partnership Program will serve to strengthen
Norway’s military readiness in the face of the
Russian threat. And the continuation of
NOREX will enhance our own military readi-
ness and further cooperation between the
United States and a key NATO ally, all while
promoting goodwill and mutual respect be-
tween our nations.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
the 50th anniversary of this special military
and cultural partnership with a traditional Nor-
dic salute: Skol.

RECOGNIZING THE JANUARY
CONSTITUENT OF THE MONTH

HON. MIKE LEVIN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is my great
honor to recognize Myrone “Bruce” Gaffney
as my January Constituent of the Month.
Bruce is a retired veteran who served in the
United States Army for 17 years.

Bruce began serving in the United States
Army in 1998. In 2013, while serving in Af-
ghanistan, Bruce sustained an injury to his
spine. He spent the next two years in rehabili-
tation at Walter Reed Medical Center, but his
injury has made him one hundred percent dis-
abled. Since 2015, Bruce has been on Social
Security—a lifeline for him and so many oth-
ers across the country.

| am proud to honor Mvrone “Bruce”
Gaffney as my Constituent of the Month and
announce that he will be my guest to the 2023
State of the Union. It is an honor to represent
veterans in my district, and Bruce exemplifies
the bravery, perseverance, and dedication that
makes our community an amazing place to
live. His injury has not stopped him from going
above and beyond to enrich our community. In
his free time, he has served on my Congres-
sional Service Academy Panel that helps me
select the next generation of men and women
to attend our esteemed military service acad-
emies.

As Republicans discuss cutting Americans’
hard-earned Social Security benefits, such as
those Bruce relies on, I'm proud to highlight
Bruce as one of my constituents whose life
would drastically be affected if benefits were
slashed. His expansive military background,
resilience, and service to our Nation and dis-
trict make me proud to honor Myrone “Bruce”
Gaffney as my January Constituent of the
Month.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MARY SATTLER PELTOLA

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mrs. PELTOLA. Mr. Speaker, | briefly
stepped out for personal reasons and was un-
able to make it back to the floor in time to vote
on this bill. Had | been present, | would have
voted yea on Roll Call No. 93.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained and missed a vote. Had | been

present, | would have voted NAY on roll call
No. 41.

————

RECOGNIZING MR. NORM
PETERSON UPON HIS RETIREMENT

HON. HALEY M. STEVENS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Ms. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the illustrious career of Mr. Norman
“Norm” D. Peterson upon his retirement from
Argonne National Laboratory. Norm has been
a leader in the science, technology, and inno-
vation realm for over 35 years, and it has
been an honor to learn from and, at times,
work alongside his expertise. Norm’s commit-
ment to the scientific enterprise of this nation
and the policymakers who shape its work will
have a lasting impact into the future. Please
help me celebrate this remarkable servant of
the public interest and wish him well as he
embarks upon this next chapter.

Early in his career, Norm Peterson was
identified as a skilled leader in the science,
technology, and economic development
issues. Upon the creation of the lllinois Gov-
ernor's Commission on Science and Tech-
nology, Norm was selected to become its first
Executive Director. In this role, he oversaw the
commission’s creation and administration of a
technology-oriented economic development
program. This comprehensive plan incor-
porated technology transfer projects at univer-
sities and national laboratories and investment
fund allocations to support the development of
start-up, technology-driven businesses, show-
casing Norm’s extensive knowledge of
science, technology, and economic develop-
ment.

Norm’s career at Argonne National Labora-
tory began in 1987. Though the laboratory had
been operational for many years prior, its
scope vastly expanded over the past 35 years,
with Norm playing a crucial role in cultivating
Argonne’s reputation of excellence during this
time. Argonne National Laboratory is now one
of the U.S. Department of Energy’s largest na-
tional laboratories for science and engineering
research, housing over 1,250 scientists and
engineers working to solve our nation’s most
pressing challenges in energy, the environ-
ment, and national security.
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The expertise that Norm brought to his work
led him to become the Director of Government
Affairs for Argonne, a role that he crafted him-
self to maximize the efforts of the lab moving
into the 21st century. His skill was heavily
leaned upon as Argonne directed the con-
struction of 3 major national user facilities—
the Advanced Photon Source, Argonne Lead-
ership Computing Facility, and Center for
Nanoscale Materials. In addition, he was in-
strumental in launching the Guest House as
the first state-funded building in the national
lab complex and in his work helping plan the
Joint Center for Energy Storage Research and
the Q-NEXT quantum center.

Stakeholders from across the country recog-
nize Norm as a valuable resource to science
and technology research efforts, earning him
membership on several boards and advisory
groups. He earned a place on the Editorial
Board of the Journal of Urban Technology, the
University of Puerto Rico Center for Advanced
Nanoscale Materials External Advisory Board,
and the Northern lllinois University Research
Foundation Board, among others. In addition
to his professional contributions, he is also a
dedicated servant to youth in his community,
by previously serving on the Board of Direc-
tors for the Youth Campus, providing residen-
tial and community based social services to
abused and neglected children.

In his retirement, Norm and his beloved
partner, Lori Clark, are eager to enjoy inter-
national travel and spend more time with his
daughter, Erika Peterson, and granddaughter,
Emma. The couple intends on remaining in
the Chicago area as they enter the next chap-
ter of Norm’s prolific life, and despite his re-
tirement, | am certain that we will hear more
from him in the years to come.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to celebrate my
friend and mentor, Mr. Norman D. Peterson,
for his incredible contributions toward scientific
and technological advancement in our nation.
Colleagues, please join me in celebrating
Norm Peterson and wishing him well as he
transitions into his well-earned retirement.

RECOGNIZING MR. ROYAL PRES-
TON AS THE OKALOOSA COUNTY,
FLORIDA TEACHER OF THE
YEAR

HON. MATT GAETZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, January 31, 2023

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
Mr. Royal Preston as the Okaloosa County
Teacher of the Year. For several years, Mr.
Preston has served Okaloosa Technical Col-
lege with talent, passion, and an unwavering
commitment to good education.

Northwest Florida is fortunate to have some
of the best teachers in the country. The teach-
ing profession is one of the most challenging
yet rewarding professions in existence. Mr.
Preston has performed his teaching duties ex-
ceptionally while also being an active and sup-
portive member of his community.

Mr. Preston’s support and outreach extend
far beyond the walls of his classroom through
his active involvement in his school and com-
munity. Mr. Preston worked as a building con-
tractor, building over 200 houses and commer-
cial projects. While Teaching Building Trades
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